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Revision (5–6 weeks from exam)

Atomi HSC Modern History Study Plan EXAM DATE: 12 NOV 2021

Session Topic Subtopic Important Lessons/Revision Points Done

1
Power and Authority in 
the Modern World 
1919-46

Rise of Dictatorships after 
World War I

The Treaty of Versailles,  
The Rise of Dictators: Russia, Italy, and Japan

The Rise and Nature of 
the Nazi Party

Weimar Collapse and the Rise of the Nazi Party, 
The Nature of Nazi Ideology,  
Nazi Methods of Control

2
Nazi Impact on Life in 
Germany and Opposition 
to the Nazi Regime

Nazi Impact on Life in Germany, 
Opposition to the Regime

The Search for Peace and 
Security in the World

The League of Nations 1920-1946,  
German Ambitions as a Threat to Peace in 
Europe

3
Option: Russia and the 
Soviet Union 1917-1941

Bolshevik Consolidation 
of Power and Power 
Struggle

Bolshevik Ideology, The October Revolution,  
The Creation of the USSR,  
Overview of the Bolshevik Power Struggle, 
Reasons for Stalin’s Victory in the Power Struggle

The Soviet State Under 
Stalin

Stalinism as Totalitarianism, Collectivisation, 
The Five Year Plans, The Great Terror,  
Differing Experiences of Social Groups

4
Soviet Foreign Policy and 
Historiography

The Nature of Soviet Foreign Policy 1917-1941, 
The Role of Ideology in Soviet Foreign Policy 
1917-1941, Historiography: Schools of Thought 
and Important Debates

5
Option: Peace and 
Conflict: The Cold War 
1945-1991

Origins of the Cold War 
1945-1953

Impact of the Early Conferences on the Cold War, 
Communism and Capitalism: Ideological 
Differences

Development of the Cold 
War to 1968

Containment, Peaceful Coexistence and the 
Domino Theory,  
The Features of the Arms Race,  
Significance of the Space Race

6 Détente

Reasons for Détente, Conflict in Vietnam,  
The Sino-Soviet Split,  
Conflict in the Middle East and its Impact on 
Superpower Relations, Outcomes of Détente

Renewal and End of the 
Cold War

Reagan’s Attitudes and Policies,  
Gorbachev’s Attitudes and Domestic Policies, 
Disarmament,  
The Collapse of the Soviet Union and its Impacts

7
Change in the Modern 
World (refer to syllabus 
for option)

Survey
The political and social conditions at the 
beginning of your historical period

Role of Groups and 
Individuals

The role of groups and individuals in shaping 
political and social change in history

8
Key Features, Events and 
Developments

The key features, events and developments 
which shaped continuity and change in the 
modern world
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Practice (3–4 weeks from exam)

Atomi HSC Modern History Study Plan EXAM DATE: 12 NOV 2021

Session Topic Subtopic Confidence Done

9
Power and Authority in 
the Modern World 
1919-46

Rise of Dictatorships after World War I

The Rise and Nature of the Nazi Party

10
Nazi Impact on Life in Germany and Opposition to 
the Nazi Regime

The Search for Peace and Security in the World

11
Option: Russia and 
the Soviet Union 
1917-1941

Bolshevik Consolidation of Power and 
Power Struggle

The Soviet State Under Stalin

12 Soviet Foreign Policy and Historiography

13
Option: Peace and 
Conflict: The Cold War 
1945-1991

Origins of the Cold War 1945-1953

Development of the Cold War to 1968

14 Détente

Renewal and End of the Cold War

15
Change in the Modern 
World (refer to syllabus 
for option)

Survey

Role of Groups and Individuals

16 Key Features, Events and Developments
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